	* * * For Immediate Release * * *










	Contact:
Porch String Music

PO Box 930446, Verona, WI 53593
608-215-1183 (Tracy) or 608-839-4154 (Randy Green, Mgmt)

info@porchstringmusic.com or info@tracyjanecomer.com

Note: The text of this press release as well as photos are available in electronic format; see www.tracyjanecomer.com or contact by email.

Note: Members of the media may request a complimentary copy of CDs. 
	[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]





Tracy Jane Comer to perform several shows in home state; selected shows to be medical benefits
Madison, WI, August 2006 – Award-winning singer/songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Tracy Jane Comer (nee Rowe), a North Carolina native now based in Madison, WI, will offer a series of performances in her home state during September. The tour includes stops in Beaufort and Wilmington plus four shows in the Triangle area: Garner (Sept. 8), Pittsboro (Sept. 9), Apex (Sept. 10), and Clayton (Sept. 16). The shows in Garner, Pittsboro and Clayton will be medical benefits for her Garner High School classmate Mary Ann Ingram (nee Kyles, class of 1981), who is seriously ill with cancer and undergoing treatment. Benefit shows are free and open to the public; free-will donations will benefit the Ingram family. Mary Ann and her husband live in Charlotte and have six children between the ages of 3 and 17.

Tracy performs multi-flavored original contemporary acoustic music, using guitar and piano. Raleigh-area singer/songwriter Keith Howard will open shows on Sept. 8, 9, and 16, and cellist Leslie Alperin of Chapel Hill will accompany Tracy on some selections during the shows on Sept. 8 and 9. See www.tracyjanecomer.com for locations/times of shows and other details.

This will be Tracy’s third time performing/touring in her home state. Hailed as "a versatile vocalist who writes compelling, visual songs" (Kweevak’s Tracks), Tracy is also a standout guitarist, pianist, and cellist with a rare blend of talent and personality that has gained her sustained media attention as an intelligent and loveable entertainer in a relatively short period of time. A lifelong musician, Tracy began writing and performing her own songs in 2000 and recorded her first CD in 2002. Her music is often lauded for its depth and variety, stemming from an extensive musical background that includes years of formal study plus involvement with folk, pop/rock, choral and theater music and many things in between…even a touch of blues and jazz: "Although her music is acoustic based, the arrangements go much deeper, culling from classical, folk, jazz, pop and rock...Comer's work is diverse and dynamic. Upon each listen more subtle sounds and styles unfold...Tracy Jane Comer is a musical force…" (Kweevak’s Tracks).


Tracy’s music includes both vocal and instrumental works. Her lyrics cover a variety of topics ranging from personal to universal, often poignant, with memorable melodies and well-crafted accompaniments. She has been likened to guitar mavens Patty Larkin, Emily Saliers, and Alex DeGrassi, folk legends Joni Mitchell, Judy Collins and Joan Baez, pop artists Shawn Colvin, James Taylor and Sarah MacLachlan, and modern troubadours Dar Williams and Patty Griffin.


Tracy opened a series of tour shows for Willy Porter in 2005 and 2006 and has also opened or co-billed with other national acts including Peter Mulvey, The Wailin' Jennys, LJ Booth, David LaMotte, and more. She has performed as cellist with Warner Brothers artist Holly Brook and others. She also records and performs on cello, vocals, guitar, fiddle, piano, and hammered dulcimer with several side projects (Sticky Fingers, Alchemy, Elixir) and as a freelance artist. She has earned four nominations by the Madison Area Music Awards (MAMAs), two each for BEST ACOUSTIC ALBUM and BEST ACOUSTIC ARTIST (2004, 2005), and offered what the Wisconsin State Journal called a “standout performance” at the 2006 MAMAs ceremony. She has been honored several times by VH1’s Song of the Year International Songwriting Contest and by the Peacedriven Songwriting Contest, and is a two-time recipient of the ASCAP Plus Award. Her latest release, Quietly There, continues to receive outstanding reviews in the U.S. and abroad.


Tracy’s music has been heard on MTV's reality show MADE and is being heard on all forms of radio on four continents. A frequent invited guest on local media, she has performed five full television concerts (solo and with band) in addition to making numerous other guest appearances on both radio and television. She has released three CDs and two live concert DVDs, plus a CD with side project Sticky Fingers, and plans another solo CD release for 2007.

Opening artist Keith Howard (for shows on Sept. 8, 9, and 16) is a lifelong musician who cut his teeth to the music AM radio of the ‘60s. Among his influences he names The Beatles, Crosby Stills Nash & Young, The Kinks, the Byrds, and King Crimson. Keith’s music offers a well-balanced blend of moods, ranging from serious to fun to subliminal. His performances feature innovative fingerstyle and rhythm guitar work plus warm baritone vocals. “If you’ve ever been run over by a jumbo 12-string guitar in the NC Triangle, there's a good chance it was Keith’s." In addition to the opening set, Keith and Tracy will collaborate on some selections. For more about Keith, see www.ncsongwriters.org/artists/howard.


Special guest cellist Leslie Alperin of Chapel Hill (shows on Sept. 8 and 9) has been a cello instructor and professional performer for more than 20 years. She has performed with groups including the Raleigh Symphony and the Trent Piano Trio, and also teaches Kindermusik and conducts the Junior Piedmont Youth Orchestra. Leslie was Tracy’s cello instructor from the late ‘80s into the early ‘90s. Tracy comments, “I perform my own cello parts on my recordings, and have performed on cello with others, but this will be my first opportunity to have a live cellist perform with me. I’m very excited to have this chance to perform with Leslie, and I know it will add so much to the shows.”

For full details of NC tour shows or for more information about Tracy, see www.tracyjanecomer.com.
# # # END # #

ADDENDUM - NORTH CAROLINA BACKGROUND: Tracy Jane Comer (nee Rowe) was born in Wilmington, NC in 1963 and spent her early childhood there and in Wrightsville Beach and Kure Beach, the latter inspiring her trademark song “Yellow Bike.” She spent her teen years in the suburbs of Raleigh and graduated from Garner High School in 1981. She attended college at UNC-Greensboro, Peace College, and East Carolina University, graduating from ECU with a degree in Psychology and Music (piano principal) in 1987 after getting married in 1984. She later took post-baccalaureate classes in music history at UNC-Chapel Hill, and also studied private cello with Leslie Alperin of Chapel Hill. In 1993 she and her husband moved to Madison WI, where she enrolled in graduate school at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, studying musicology and private cello during 1994 and 1995. She then turned her focus to the guitar, having taught herself to play as a teen, and took several years of private study in classical and fingerstyle guitar from the late Mark Heller and voice coaching with noted jazz/swing singer Maggie Delaney-Potthoff (Harmonious Wail). She began performing her original songs in 2000 and recorded her first solo CD, Second Wind, in 2002, followed in early 2004 with a live studio EP (self-titled) and then in late 2004 with her highly acclaimed sophomore full-length release, Quietly There. She remains based in Madison, WI, where she lives with her husband, Allen, and her two cats. She performs mainly in the Midwest, primarily as soloist or with duo partner/producer Randy Green, and occasionally with other ensembles including acoustic/folk trio Sticky Fingers (www.stickyfingersmusic.com) and also as a freelance studio and stage musician (vocals, guitar, cello, piano, fiddle, hammered dulcimer). Now a full time musician since 2004, she is an active volunteer and board member with the Madison Folk Music Society and also participates in the music program at her church, Good Shepherd Lutheran in Madison. To keep her hand in music lessons, Tracy is currently studying violin after being self-taught for several years on that instrument.

