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Tracy Jane Comer to perform at The Music Loft on April 1 with special guest Rachel Nelson 
Madison, WI, February 2006 – Award-winning contemporary folk artist Tracy Jane Comer, a North Carolina native now based in Madison, WI, will perform at The Music Loft in Red Wing on Saturday, April 1, 2006, starting at  7:30 pm.  Special guest Rachel Nelson of the Minneapolis area will offer an opening set and the two will also combine forces for a few selections for what promises to be a magical evening.

Tracy performs multi-flavored contemporary folk music which draws from her diverse musical experiences, as described in this review: "Although her music is acoustic-based, the arrangements go much deeper, culling from classical, folk, jazz, pop and rock...Comer's work is diverse and dynamic…" (Kweevak.com, March 2005). Her songwriting has been said to be “reminiscent of classic balladeers like Joan Baez, complete with lyrics that combines social consciousness with personal issues” (The Onion, January 2006). An accomplished instrumentalist on guitar, piano, and cello, her music includes both vocal and instrumental works. Tracy is often compared to singer/songwriter greats such as Joni Mitchell, Shawn Colvin, and Dar Williams, as well as guitar mavens Patty Larkin and Emily Saliers (Indigo Girls).


Tracy’s latest CD, Quietly There, was released in November of 2004 and received a nomination for Best Acoustic Album by the 2005 Madison Area Music Awards (MAMAs). Tracy also earned MAMA nominations for Best Acoustic Artist in 2004 (as soloist) and 2005 (as part of the trio Sticky Fingers) as well as Best Acoustic Album for her debut CD, Second Wind, in 2004. She has been honored four times by VH-1’s Song of the Year International Songwriting Competition and is a two-time recipient of the ASCAP Plus Award. Her music has been aired on MTV’s reality show Made and is now receiving radio airplay on four continents. 


Tracy recently opened a series of tour shows for Willy Porter and has also opened or shared shows with notables such as The Wailin’ Jennys, LJ Booth, Peter Mulvey, Mary McCaslin, and Cathy Barton. She maintains a busy performing schedule in and outside of Madison, as a soloist and also as part of the folk trio Sticky Fingers. She has been a frequent guest on Madison area radio and television programs and has performed five full television concerts to date.

Guest artist Rachel Nelson is a songwriter and folk musician whose feet have been firmly planted in the tradition of live performance for over twenty years. Her passionate live performances connect with listeners. Mature, deft lyrics are seamlessly wedded to melodies ranging from Celtic simplicity to blues and jazzy grooves. Accompanying herself on fiddle, banjo, guitar, hand drum, and washtub bass, Nelson weaves her original songs with stories, traditional tunes, and poems for an evening of warm, spontaneous fun. Nelson’s songs are showcased in her 2002 CD Change is a Thousand Hearts, where she explores topics from peace and community to global economics and deep ecology.  Her 2004 children’s CD I’m Awesome! features original songs and stories for younger listeners.

The Music Loft is located at 920 State Hwy 19 in Red Wing (1-877-866-3936). There is limited seating: advanced reservations are recommended for some concerts. Tickets are $12 and may be purchased at the door. For more information about the series see www.stoneyend.com/loft.html. For more about the artists, see their web sites at www.tracyjanecomer.com and www.bardlive.com.
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RE: Tracy Jane Comer to perform at The Music Loft on April 1 with special guest Rachel Nelson 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS: SELECTED QUOTES

Tracy Jane Comer  (www.tracyjanecomer.com)

“Although her music is acoustic based the arrangements go much deeper, culling from classical, folk, jazz, pop and rock…Comer's work is diverse and dynamic. Upon each listen more subtle sounds and styles unfold…Tracy Jane Comer is a musical force…”

- Laura Turner Lynch, Kweevak’s Tracks
“Well it’s not going to be 'quietly there' for much longer for Tracy Jane Comer. Her sound is mature and soaked with talent throughout …Superb.” 

- J. Sin, Smother.Net E-zine

"…Tracy Jane Comer has more than a beautiful voice; she’s also a great instrumentalist. She plays the guitar, cello and piano with great skill…Comer has a way with ballads, and puts them forward with ease and charm..."

- B Section (Madison Songwriters Group)

"The voice, a combination of Joni Mitchell and Judy Collins, is perfect, and the guitar playing is so rhythmic and clear and musical...the lyrics [are] poignant, poetic, imaginative, expressive..."

- Robert Kennison, Musician, NYC

“…From complex melodies and lyrics to simpler ‘catchy’ tunes her versatility is endless…Tracy Jane Comer’s compositions are poetic, melodic, moving, thought provoking and soothing to the spirit…”

- Jen Lush, Midwest Bands.com
"Tracy Jane Comer's sparkling acoustic folk is reminiscent of classic balladeers like Joan Baez, complete with lyrics that combines social consciousness with personal issues…"

- The Onion

“Comer has been compared to Joni Mitchell, Dar Williams and other well-known talents. The comparisons are well deserved as Tracy is a versatile vocalist who writes compelling, visual songs...”

- Laura Turner Lynch, Kweevak’s Tracks
Rachel Nelson (www.bardlive.com)

“Rachel sings from the heart . . . She is irresistible.” 

- Betsy Barnum, Great River Earth Institute

"Violin-playing folk singer Rachel [Nelson's] singing and idealism recall Joan Baez...[her CD] Change is a Thousand Hearts features songs about peace and compassion that speak to the times." 

- Chris Riemenschneider, Minneapolis Star Tribune

"With a plaintive voice recalling 19th century Appalachia, a wonderful fiddle technique, and lone guitar-based songs, Rachel Nelson has emerged as a musical voice for peace...Her first CD...consists of delicate narratives...and includes not only anti-war sensibilities but also a portrait of redwood tree-sitter 'Julia Butterfly' and other originals." 

- Lydia Howell, Pulse of the Twin Cities

“Rachel brings an energy and a joy to her music that outshines all of the other 12 artists with whom I have worked.” 

- Amy O’Neal, Visiting Artist Coordinator, Wilson Technical College, Wilson, NC
