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Tar Heel native Tracy Jane Comer to perform in Clayton and Garner 
during NC “homecoming” tour 
Madison, WI, March 2005 – Singer/songwriter and North Carolina native Tracy Jane Comer (nee Tracy Jane Rowe), now based in Madison, WI will be performing several shows in North Carolina during late April and early May to promote her latest CD, Quietly There. The tour will include shows in both Clayton and Garner. She will perform at the Life Café Coffeehouse in Garner at 7:00 pm on Friday, May 6 (on the grounds of Lord of Life Lutheran Church), and at the Flipside Restaurant in Clayton at 7:00 pm on May 7. Other NC shows will include the General Store Café in Pittsboro (Friday, April 29), Border’s Books & Music in Chapel Hill (Sunday, May 1), and The Evening Muse in Charlotte (May 4). Details for all shows are available at www.tracyjanecomer.com.

Quietly There was released in mid-November and is receiving rave reviews, and was a nominee for Best Acoustic Album in the 2005 Madison Area Music Awards. This dynamic contemporary acoustic collection, produced by Randy Green, includes thirteen originals plus her noteworthy rendition of Lennon and McCartney’s “Eleanor Rigby.” The material ranges from powerful acoustic rock ensemble arrangements to virtuoso solo instrumentals and intimate ballads and reflects the breadth of Tracy’s diverse musical experiences: "Although her music is acoustic-based, the arrangements go much deeper, culling from classical, folk, jazz, pop and rock...Comer's work is diverse and dynamic. Upon each listen more subtle sounds and styles unfold..." (Kweevak.com, March 2005 CD review).  

Tracy performs multi-flavored acoustic folk-rock, accompanying herself on guitar and piano. As stated in a recent review, “Comparisons to other adult contemporary artists such as Mary Chapin Carpenter, Shawn Colvin, and Dar Williams are inevitable, though she displays more range of style than any of them…Given her background in everything from classical to rock, including theater, choral, sacred and folk, the spectrum of genres covered shouldn't be a surprise...” (Rick’s Café, December 2004). Tracy has also frequently been compared to greats such as Joni Mitchell, Joan Baez, Judy Collins, Patty Larkin, and Emily Saliers (Indigo Girls).

Tracy was born in Wilmington and spent her childhood there and also at Wrightsville and Kure Beaches. She attended junior high and high school in Garner, and later lived in Greenville and Chapel Hill. As a tip of the hat to her NC roots, one highlight of the new CD is the track “Yellow Bike,” a charming and poignant childhood sketch of the year she lived at Kure Beach.


Tracy holds an Associate of Fine Arts in Music degree from Peace College as well as a Bachelor of Arts from East Carolina University. She moved to Madison in 1993 and took graduate courses in musicology and studied private cello at UW-Madison for two years, after which she turned her attention back to the guitar/piano and to songwriting. She began publicly performing as a singer/songwriter in the late ‘90s and gained notice quickly. She released her first solo album, Second Wind (the title track of which also mentions her beach-area roots), as well as a self-titled album with Madison folk trio Sticky Fingers, in late 2002. Tracy also has a live studio solo EP from 2004 (Tracy Jane Comer: Solo Guitar and Vocals, six tracks) and a WYOU television concert video. Her music also appears on two compilations of Wisconsin artists released on the Spiritone Records label (Words and One on One).


She was recently the subject of a feature article/interview in Midwest Folk magazine (winter issue; see www.midwestfolk.com). Tracy maintains a busy performing schedule in and around Madison, appearing solo or with her producer/colleague Randy Green and also as part of the Sticky Fingers trio. She has become a frequent guest on Madison area radio and television programs and has performed three full television concerts to date with another scheduled in June 2005. She has opened shows for notables such as Peter Mulvey, LJ Booth, Mary McCaslin, and Cathy Barton.

Tracy is a four-time nominee by the Madison Area Music Awards: Best Acoustic Album for her debut CD, Second Wind (2004) and for her current CD, Quietly There (2005), plus Best Acoustic Artist in 2004 for her solo work and in 2005 as part of Sticky Fingers trio. She has been honored three times by Song of the Year International Songwriting Competition and is a recipient of the ASCAP Plus Award. Her music is now being played widely on Internet radio as well as on FM radio in the U.S., U.K., Australia, and Japan.

The Life Café is held on the grounds of Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 2100 Buffaloe Road in Garner. The May 6 show is free and open to the public and will include a guest set by NC singer/songwriter Keith Howard, a lifelong musician who “cut his teeth” to the music of Beatles and AM radio of the ‘60s. See http://www.ncsongwriters.org/artists/howard/ for more about Keith. 


The Flipside is located at 105 South Lombard Street in Clayton; there is no cover for the 7:00 show, which will be followed at 9:00 by a performance by Celtic musician Jennifer Licko (www.jenniferlicko.com). Dinner is served starting at 5:00 pm. 


For more information, see www.tracyjanecomer.com.
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