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	Note: Pre-release copies of the album are on CD-R. The final pressed CD and full artwork will be available on request by mid-November.




TRACY JANE COMER TO CELEBRATE RELEASE OF VISIONARY ACOUSTIC ALBUM IN DUBUQUE CONCERT ON DECEMBER 5
Madison, WI, November 2004 – Madison-based recording artist Tracy Jane Comer will perform a special CD release celebration concert in Dubuque on December 5. The event will be held at the Rafters restaurant, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm and will be opened by the acoustic duo Robert A. & Helen, long-time favorites in the Dubuque music scene.


Comer’s second full-length album, entitled Quietly There, is being released in in mid November. This dynamic contemporary collection, produced by Randy Green, includes thirteen originals plus one Lennon/McCartney song. The material ranges from powerful rock ensemble arrangements to virtuoso solo instrumentals and intimate ballads, reflecting the remarkable breadth of Tracy’s musical experiences and surpassing the boundaries of contemporary acoustic music. In addition to Tracy’s own performances (vocals, guitar, piano, cello) and those of producer/manager Randy Green (acoustic and electric guitar, bass, piano and organ), guest musicians include Rock Williams (vintage drums and percussion), Steve Kasprzak (upright bass), Bryan Husk (tenor saxophone), Candace Kreitlow (orchestral harp), and Katie Waldren (hammered dulcimer). 

Tracy’s magnetic voice, skillful instrumental work and intelligent songs earned her nominations in both the Best Acoustic Artist and Best Acoustic Album categories of the 2004 Madison Area Music Awards. The July issue of Mad Folk News says “[Tracy] is already showing signs of future success as a multi-flavored contemporary acoustic talent.” Her music is subtly influenced by a background that includes classical, rock/pop, theater, choral, sacred, and folk music. She has become a frequent guest on local radio and television programs including Wisconsin Public Radio’s Higher Ground, WORT’s Pastures of Plenty, WYOU-TV’s Worth Watching, WISC-TV3/UPN14’s Urban Theater, WYOU’s Perpetual Commotion and WB57’s Friday Night Jam. She has opened shows for notables such as Peter Mulvey, LJ Booth, Mary McCaslin, Cathy Barton, and Celia. She is also part of the Madison-based acoustic trio Sticky Fingers. 

Tracy is originally from North Carolina. A charismatic live performer, she also excels in the studio. A review of her highly acclaimed debut CD, Second Wind, says “Throughout the disc, Tracy shows off a deft touch on the guitar and good use of cello, hammered dulcimer and various percussion instruments. Her voice may be the best instrument though, always well-toned and showing a nice melisma that isn't overused” (Madison Songwriters Group’s B-Section, April 2003). Second Wind was also described as “…soothing and expertly produced, without a wrong note in the thing...” (Matt Pierce, Splendid E-zine).  

Quietly There is a stunning follow-up to Second Wind. Boldly original, Tracy’s music shows beautiful rhythmic complexities and playfulness as well as clever and sonorous melodic and harmonic implications. The album’s innovative production by Randy Green artfully captures the creative mind of a great new artist and provides a mesmerizing and satisfying musical excursion. 

Tracy currently maintains a busy performing schedule in and around Madison, performing solo or with her producer Randy Green, and is planning some wider touring to support the release of Quietly There. “I’m so thrilled with this new album and am looking forward to sharing my music with a larger audience. This has been a fantastic year for me, with many new opportunities and growing support as I have made the transition to being a full-time musician.” In addition to Quietly There and her previous full length album Second Wind, Tracy also has a live studio solo EP (Tracy Jane Comer: Solo Guitar and Vocals, six tracks) and a WYOU television concert video available, plus a full length album with the acoustic trio Sticky Fingers. Her music also appears on two compilations released on the Spiritone Records label (Words and One on One).

Opening duo Robert A. and Helen perform a delightful variety of music including classic rock, folk, and blues, featuring artists from Patsy Cline to Fleetwood Mac, the Beatles and Jimmy Buffet to Johnny Cash, The Eagles and Eric Clapton. They also perform original material and have made two full-length recordings. Robert A., also known as KDTH on-air personality Bob Welch, was honored earlier this year with the designation “Suggested Artist” by Song of the Year international contest for his original Civil War inspired tune “The Ballad of Jenny Wade.”

The Rafters is located at 2728 Asbury Road, in a beautifully restored building. The December 5 event (4:00-7:00pm) is free and open to the public. For more information, see www.tracyjanecomer.com.
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